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Synopsis

The #1 Bestseller! Michael Arroyo has a pitching arm that throws serious heat along with aspirations
of leading his team all the way to the Little League World Series. But his firepower is nothing
compared to the heat Michael faces in his day-to-day life. Newly orphaned after his father led the
familyd ™s escape from Cuba, Michaela ™s only family is his seventeen-yearold brother Carlos. If
Social Services hears of their situation, they will be separated in the foster-care systema “or worse,
sent back to Cuba. Together, the boys carry on alone, dodging bills and anyone who asks too many
questions. But then someone wonders how a twelve-year-old boy could possibly throw with as
much power as Michael Arroyo throws. With no way to prove his age, no birth certificate, and no
parent to fight for his cause, Michaela ™s secret world is blown wide open, and he discovers that
family can come from the most unexpected sources. Perfect for any Little Leaguer with dreams of
making it big--as well as for fans of Mike Lupica’s other New York Times bestsellers Travel Team,
The Big Field, The Underdogs, Million-Dollar Throw, and The Game Changers series, this

cheer-worthy baseball story shows that when the game knocks you down, champions stand tall.
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Customer Reviews

| LOVED LOVED LOVED Heat. It's about a twelve-year-old boy named Michael Arroyo, who is a



baseball pitcher. And he’s not just any pitcher. He has "the heat" in his arm that makes great
pitchers stand out. His team has a chance to make it to the Little League World Series, in large part
because of his pitching ability. Making it to the World Series is critically important for Michael,
because it will fulfill a dream of his father’s, and his own.But Michael has problems, too. His mother
died when he was younger, and his father has been absent for several months. Recently, some of
the adults in the community have begun asking Michael and his older brother Carlos difficult
questions. Carlos is working multiple jobs to support them, but if word gets out about their father, the
brothers fear that they will be separated, and put into the foster care system.Things get worse when
a rival player accuses Michael of being older than his 12 years, and hence ineligible to play Little
League. Michael can’t prove his age because his birth certificate was lost when he emigrated from
Cuba. And without his father to help, he and Carlos don’t know where to turn. As the playoffs begin,
Michael finds himself on the sidelines.The story isn’t all gloom and doom, of course. Michael has
several things going for him. He has his love of baseball, his loyal best friend Manny, and a
grandmotherly neighbor who cooks for him. And he meets a girl, a very special girl named Ellie.
With help from his friends, Michael is able to confront his demons. The ending is heart-warming, and
may require tissues.| loved the characters in this book, especially Michael, whose loneliness in the
absence of his parents is palpable.
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